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same day restored to the Chancellor, Macqueer informed
himself abroad of all that had happened, and never came
near his landlord and house again till he broke it open
about a quarter of a year after and stole away as many goods
as were valued at eighty pounds, by way of revenge for what
was done.
Nothing would serve him now but the highway, and he
was resolved to be furnished with accoutrements at the
expense of the public. He stole a good horse and saddle
out of the stable of one Councillor Thursby, in Burleigh
Street, in the Strand; and a pair of pistols he got from Mr
Robert Williams, a gunsmith in George Yard, Westminster.
Thus equipped he set out.
There was at that time a poet, whose name was Alexander
Oldys, a man as deformed as ^Esop, and so small that there
was hardly such another to be seen. It was the fate of our
bard to meet Macqueer between Hammersmith and Brent-
ford, when he was accosted with the customary salutation.
He now found he was got into other company than that of
the Muses, and began to apprehend that his sword would
do him small service against a pistol, upon which he gave
Teague all the money he had, amounting in whole, as it
is reported, to no more than threepence-farthing. We are
certain the sum did not satisfy Macqueer, who deprived
him of his sword also, in a most ungentlemanly manner;
which loss was the cause of greater grief to our bard than
any other affliction he could have suffered, except that of being
obliged never to write any more verses.
Not long after, Macqueer met the Lady Auverquerque
coming from the bath in a coach-and-six, stopped her, and
desired her to lend him what money she had about her,
because he had at that time great occasion; promising her
to pay the whole again very honestly at their next encounter,
and offering to give his bond if she demanded it. "I
believe," says the lady, " you had as good tell me at once
you are come to rob me, for this is an odd way of borrow-
ing." " I am a stranger in this country," the Irishman said,
** and so if I don't know the difference between robbing
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